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Notes from the President
 April 11, 2006
New Hire / Resignation
Outdoor Connection, Inc. has recently accepted the resignation of Scott Hoover (OC-MD) as Vice President of the company.  Mr. Hoover served in that position since 1999.  Mr. Hoover will continue to operate the East Coast booking office.
To replace Scott, Outdoor Connection, Inc. has hired Greg Ray (OC-OK) to fill the position.  Greg will serve as the VP of Marketing and began his position effective April 1, 2006.  Greg will be working to create more marketing opportunities for the company as well as look to expand our “brand” across the country and the world.

Greg has also bought a percentage of the stock in the company from Chris Lemke (OC-MN) and will now serve as a company director as well.  Greg will continue to sell trips under his franchise but, will no longer compete for franchise sales titles.  

Congratulations Greg.
Africa 
Next Thursday (April 20), Steve DeWitt (OC-NV), Greg Ray (OC-OK) and myself will be leaving for the inspection trip to Namibia with Pro Guiding.  From there we will meet Calvin Taylor (OC-OK), Jim Gillooly (OC-CO), Vit Antonacci (OC-NC), Steve Ellenson (OC-MN), Larry Boll (OC-WI), and Harold Eby (OC-MD) in South Africa for the hunt with Bush Africa Safaris.  Steve DeWitt will also be spending a week with Peter Ruddle of Zulu Afrika Safaris.  This trip marks the largest group of OC people to travel to Africa.  I look forward to hunting with the group.
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
On Tuesday April 4, Don Cook, one of the board of directors for the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, visited the OC corporate office to discuss OC’s Trip of a Lifetime program.  I met with Don for an hour or so and discussed the benefits of the program.  Don will be presenting the program at the next board meeting in Missoula, Montana.  We are still waiting approval from RMEF for you to present the program to your local and regional chapters.  I will keep you informed.
________________________________________________________________
New Franchise Owner
Outdoor Connection is proud to welcome one new franchise owner to the OC team.  Scott Ellyson of Midlothian, Texas has joined the ranks and was here this past weekend attending the new franchise owner training course.  Good luck Scott.
Scott Ellyson

scott@outdoor-connection.com
214-263-9374

________________________________________________________________
Television 
With last week’s inspection trip to Costa Rica we have officially began filming of the Outdoor Connection television show.  We will be filming many of the inspection trips this year as well as numerous other events such as the billfish tournament at the convention.  If you are interested in having any of your trips filmed or your clients trips filmed you need to e-mail Greg Ray for scheduling.  Greg has hired one cameraman to this point and is looking at others.   E-mail Greg the trips details, number of people on the trip and the dates and he will communicate with you on availability.

________________________________________________________________
Big Game Adventures
As of right now we have had only one article submitted by an OC franchise owner for submission to BGA after this winters hunts.   Remember, these articles are free to submit and if they make it, free advertising for you.  So far, Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) and Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL) have both had articles featured in BGA.  We have three more in line but, have not been effectively using the opportunity to run articles.  
Top Sellers for March
John Green (OC-CO) - 1 hunter to Frontera, 2 mule deer hunters at Porcupine and 4 elk hunters to Quaking Aspen

George Hammond (OC-OH) - 4 fishermen to Sailfish Bay, 4 to Mar Mac

Chris Lemke (OC-MN) - 4 combo hunters to sawtooth, 6 fishermen to Happy
Landing, 1 Travel guard Sale

Team Wisniewski (OC-FL) - 2 caribou hunters to Camp Ekwo, 1 Travel Guard
sale, 2 bear hunters to High Ridge, 2 fishermen to Kains

Frank Carbone (OC-FL) - 1 hunter to Bush Africa, 1 bear/moose hunter to Pine
Ridge, 1 elk/deer hunter to CD ID

Steve Ellenson (OC-MN) - 5 fishermen to Ganglers, 1 bear hunter to High Ridge

Harold Eby (OC-MD)- 5 whitetail hunters to Spring Hollow, 6 bear hunters to
PR Guides, 3 deer/elk hunters to Sawtooth

Dan Rieves (OC-CO) - 4 fishermen to Kains

Way to go guys.  Keep it up!
Until next time,

Marc Glades
