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Notes from the President

 May 09, 2008
  
Convention
The convention has once again come and gone.  For a full review, see the other attachment to the e-mail this NOTES came.
New Advisory Panel
Please be sure to check out the Advisory Panel map on the agent’s side to see who your new representative is.  
Sales

The new sales standings are now posted on the agent’s site as well.  Some of the top sellers for April included:
Larry Boll (OC-WI) - 2 deer hunters to NTBB, 3 moose/grizzly hunters to Alaska Wilderness, 2 fishermen to Homer Ocean Charters
Scot Brzozka (OC-MI) - 1 bear hunter to Foggy Mountain, 2 elk hunters to Outwest Guides

Ellenson/Calta (OC-MN) - 3 antelope hunters to Hidden Valley, 6 fishermen to Sportsman's Lodges, 1 grizzly hunter to Alaska Wilderness

Johnny Wellman (OC-IL) -, 1 bear hunter to Continental Divide, 7 elk hunters to Bear Creek
Tenney/Blair/Larsen (OC-AZ) - 2 deer hunters to Rocky Woodford, 1 moose hunter to Rugged Outfitters, 1 turkey hunter to Balam

Mark Elpers (OC-KS) - 1 stag hunter to Wanganui, 2 fishermen to Kasba, 1 pheasant hunter to Granite Springs

Rowe/Peterson (OC-WI) - 3 mule deer hunters to Pack String
Company Communications
Those of you at the convention received your Company Communication binder which included the first issue of the piece itself.  If you were not at the convention, look for your copy to arrive in the mail soon.  This new, quarterly publication is being published by Scott Marvin and will be mailed to FO’s each quarter.  They will be three hole punched for inclusion into your binder.

Hunt Report and Openings
Quick report from Linda Jones / Billy Roy (OC-PA):
Marc,

            Just got a call from our client that went on an alligator hunt with Hoppy at Osceola Outfitters and he got a 12 ft + gator with a crossbow.  He told me it was one of the most exciting hunts he ever went on and Hoppy and his family are super people.  Again, Outdoor Connection has hit a homerun.  He said he will be booking through us again in the future.  He is going to send us pictures and we will get them out to the office with the customer survey and hopefully a complete story of his outdoor adventure.

Thanks

Billy and Linda
------------
Keaton with K&K Outfitters called with the following openings:
Kansas Archery 


October 25-30 – 5 spots – West Central Camp


November 15-20 – 3 spots – West Central Camp

Kansas Muzzleloader


September 22-27 – 5 spots – West Central Camp


September 30-October 5 – 2 spots – East Camp

Missouri Rifle


November 8-13 – 8 spots

The deadline for the draw in Kansas is May 30th.  If you have folks interested, they need to be in for the draw.  Also, K&K will be charging a new $400 trophy fee for taking a buck under 130 class on a rifle hunt.  This fee will be collected up front.  K&K will charge it to a credit card or clients can pay by cash or check.  K&K will refund the money if no deer is taken or if it scores over the 130 mark.
DAT
Larry Boll has finished negotiations with Rut N Strut Outfitters (www.huntontariowhitetails.com) in Ontario.  Rut N Strut offers whitetail deer and turkey hunts in Ontario in an area where Larry and Mark Reinert hunted last fall.  They liked the area so much that Mark did some research on outfitters in the area and met these guys recently to talk shop.  Mark will be hunting turkey with them this weekend on the inspection trip.  They will be paying a 15% commission.
------------
Chris Lemke has just finished working with Duncan Ross of Kitchi Island Outposts (www.KitchiIslandOutposts.com).  Kitchi operates fly in outpost camps in the Berens River area of Manitoba.  This is the same area that OC booked for Norse Lodge for many years.  Norse has gone out of business recently and left a gap open for us.  Steve Gerntholz (OC-ND) has been working a booth right next to Duncan for a few years at a trade show.  Steve has been really impressed with Duncan but, they respected our relationship with Bob Compton at Norse.  Now that Norse has closed, Duncan is actually looking at possibly purchasing some of the outposts Norse used to operate.  They will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect this summer on a fishing trip.
------------
Chris Lemke has finalized the details for OC to start booking for Ken Christiansen, owner of Ruby Rock Lodge, Wahoo Creek Lodge and Cornerstone Outfitters (www.cornerstoneoutfitters.com, www.rubyrocklodge.com, and www.wahoocreeklodge.com) in British Columbia.  Howard Gulick (OC-KY) was instrumental in helping bring this outfit on board as Howard has had clients hunt there previously.  Ken offers both interior and coastal hunts in BC for many species.  The two lodges are owned by Ken as is Cornerstone.  Cornerstone is the outfitting business ran from each lodge.  Last week I e-mailed all FO’s that we have an offer on the table from them to send two spring black bear hunters to BC to hunt with them.  If you are interested and did not see that e-mail be sure to let me know.  They will be paying 15% commission.
Inspection Trips Needing Filled

NEW ONES – PLEASE NOTE

17 Spots!!!!!
(ONLY 1 SPOTS LEFT) The inspection trip to Alberta Big Game Hunts has now been set as well. They would like us to come in on May 25, hunt the 26-31 and leave on the June 1.  The hunt is a two for one black bear hunt.  The normal rate for a black bear hunt is $3,200 so this is your chance to hunt Alberta black bear for $1,600.  John Morrow (OC-NE) has signed up for one spot – just need one more!  WE NEED TO GET THIS ONE BOOKED NEXT WEEK!!!  
------------
(3 SPOTS OPEN) The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to 3 OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  If you are interested in this trip and are available the end of April through the first week of May, let me know ASAP.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Dates need booked ASAP.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
------------
(Only 2 SPOTS OPEN) The inspection trip to Boulder Lake Lodge has been set for July 28 – August 1, 2008.  This 4 night / 3 day (one night at the lodge and three nights back country camping – 3 days fishing) fishing trip is normally $1,100.  As part of this trip you will stay 4 day for $600 ($500 off).  If you are interested in being part of this trip with the new owners of Boulder Lake (they will be at the convention next month as well) let me know.  Jim and Geri Wisniewski (OC-NM) will be going on this one.
------------
(ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT) 
The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  Ted and Trey Hickman (OC-CA), Frank Calta (OC-MN), and Mike Wensink (OC-WI) have reserved their spots so far. 
 

Special Message
At the convention two weeks ago, OC made a special presentation to Gerald Sampen (OC-IL).  Gerald has been with OC since 1992 and will be taking a lesser role next year when his franchise will be transferred to another person in Gerald’s area.  Gerald hopes to continue to sell some trips for the new franchise owner.  Gerald sent the following message this week:

Marc and all:

I would like to thank the entire O. C. organization – starting with Marc and Tara Glades and the girls in the office, Tracey and Claudia, who put up with me all the time and the rest of the staff, Greg Ray and Scott Marvin.  Also the various F. O.’s who have answered my questions in regard to inspection trips or use of certain outfitters with their clients, etc.  I also want to thank the inspection people, I shared them with and many of the lodge owners and staff along the way.  I could not have done it either without the help of my wife, Jeanne.  After the computers became necessary the great help from our daughter, Nancy and granddaughter, Katherine.  I have enjoyed the ride and encourage any new people to hang in there!  It is partly a numbers game.  I hope I have helped some of the people in answering many phone calls and e-mails I have received over the years, many by prospective new F. O.’s.  I am looking forward as always to the remainder of the year and possibly beyond on a less active role.

Thank you again to the management for the nice gifts at the convention.  I also enjoyed fishing with Marc even though the fish did not cooperate.

God Bless!

Gerald A. Sampen
Mark Elpers (OC-KS) and I recently attended the NASCAR race at Talledega Speedway.  We were there as guests of Bill Jordan of Realtree Camo.  Mark and I had a great time and met some top notch folks as well as we watched from the Realtree suite.  
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In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
