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Notes from the President

 June 12, 2008
  
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome two people today to the OC team.  First, I want to let everyone know that the OC office staff is growing.  Anne Tice now joins us here at the corporate office starting today.  Anne will be working 9am - 1pm daily handling the same tasks that Claudia handles each day from 1pm - 5pm.  Anne and Claudia will now share the e-mail address of:  office@outdoror-connection.com.  Please take a minute to welcome Anne to the OC team.
OC would also like to welcome its newest franchise owner to the OC team.  Mike Ariana of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma has a unique distinction of not only being an OC franchise now but, he is also Greg Ray’s dentist.  Anyone that knows Greg, knows that if he is one of your clients in the medical field, you have long term job security.  

Mike Ariana

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma

drmike@outdoor-connection.com
918-720-1608

Welcome aboard both of you!

Advisory Panel
Due to some scheduling conflicts and available time to serve, George Hammond (OC-OH) will be relinquishing his position on the advisory panel.  Johnny Wellman (OC-IL) will take over the position effective today.
Continental Divide
Continental Divide Outfitters in Idaho has been sold.  Craig Baxter has sold the outfit to new owners.  Craig will still be around this year for the hunts to make sure everything goes smoothly.  The new owners are determined to keep everything between OC and CDO on line as before.  Calvin Taylor (OC-OK) was just there last week on a black bear hunt and reports back that he feels the new owners are “the right kind of guys”.  Johnny Wellman (OC-IL) will be there next week for the same and then we have a handful of FO’s going there this fall as well.  We will have plenty of opportunity to see the new owners in action.  Calvin’s new report from CDO will be posted by tomorrow. 
Reports and Openings
Tim O’Hagan of Bear Creek Outfitters in Colorado called this week with their remaining openings:

Bear Creek Lodge:  5 hunters for 1st archery and 5 hunters for 4th archery
Fire Mountain:  1st archery open and 4th archery open
Cottonwood:  Open every week except for 2nd archery.  This a good hunt for hunters with 4-wheelers.

West Muddy:  Open 1st archery, 2nd archery, and 4th archery
Deadman:  Open 1st, 2nd, and 4th archery
------------
Quick report from Scott Marvin (OC-MN):
Six hunters hunted with Big Antler Lodge, Manitoba. Spring bear - six day hunt but only hunted four days because of work commitments. In total they saw 63 bear. Five guys shot bear (rifle and muzzle). All have hunted bear numerous times with last time being in BC. Group leader shot a cinnamon. Guy who didn't take one saw 14 different bear and has them on video. Could have shot but was looking for a "super trophy" as he already has bear to his credit. Comments...lodging was good, meals good, guides and owner was A+. They took some of the group fishing at no extra charge. Value for the dollar was excellent. 

The guy who didn't shoot one lives in NW MN. Outfitter said he would honor the tag for this fall should he want to come back for two days and try fill his tag. "The owner was very accommodating and committed to everyone being content and satisfied."
------------
Quick report from Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL):
Kain's Fishing Adventures is still as good as ever.  I have just returned from a 5 night 4 day fishing trip there with 4 clients. The service, lodge accommodations, meals and yes the fishing was outstanding.  We all returned with 100 lbs of Salmon and Halibut fillets.   We were able to limit on salmon every day and almost on the halibut.

This is a can't miss for anyone wanting to have a great time and experience Southeast Alaskan ocean fishing.  As always there are no guarantees for fishing success but you will not find another more knowledgeable or accommodating outfitter. Having said that, the State of Alaska is adjusting salmon and halibut limits to insure the continued health of the resource.  Please be sure to let your clients know this in advance as limits may change on short notice.

This is my second trip there and I will continue to return and feel very comfortable in sending clients there. Please refer to a complete report I posted 2 years ago as everything is as good if not better now.  -  Jim
DAT
Once again a huge thank you goes out to Bob Hanson (OC-WY) for help in bringing another top notch outfitter to the OC program.  Aleutian Island Guide Service www.aleutianislandsguideservice.com is owned and operated by Tim Booch of Kodiak, Alaska.  Tim is well known as an outfitter who targets only trophy caliber animals.  His hunts are detailed on his web site and you should spend some time there seeing what all he has available.  OC has Tim’s approval to book any of his hunts at a 15% commission rate, although he does book full each year.  Bob has hunted twice with Tim, and I plan to in 2009 for Sitka blacktail.  Tim is a member of SCI and is in Reno each year.  Below you will see an e-mail Bob sent me once he had spoken to Tim.

Marc:
I believe that you and I chatted briefly at the convention about an Alaskan Moose, Caribou and Brown Bear outfitter that I know well. He has called me twice and asked me about OC representing him.  He hunts Moose on the Alaska Peninsula, Caribou on the Peninsula and on Adak, and Brown Bear on Afognak. The owner, Tim Booch, is one hell of a guide. He is a former U.S. Army Special Ops guy who is tremendously fit, and can pack a load that would take two normal guys to carry. I have hunted twice with him - in both cases for Sitka Blacktail Deer. On the second hunt, my wife and I went up in December, when the deer are lower (frequently on the beach), and I had no trouble filling out on day 1, after which we hunted for sea ducks. This is one hell of a combination hunt - setting up in some protected coves in the morning and shooting mallards over decoys, and then drifting on the boat in the afternoon, for the harlequins, scoters, eiders and other sea ducks. The deer are hunted on Afognak and Raspberry Islands (watch out for the Brown Bear while you're hunting the deer).I am personally committed to hunting Caribou with him on Adak. These Caribou were introduced to the island in the early days of World War II, to provide a meat supply for the Navy personnel. There are now some huge bulls on the island, with "Booners" taken every year. Tim is convinced that a new World's Record Barren Ground Caribou is probably walking around there as we speak.
Inspection Trips Needing Filled

8 Spots Open!!!!!
Here is your chance to get involved with the approval process of Outdoor Connection and take advantage of some great discounts on hunting and fishing trips.  Don’t be shy – jump on board and join a trip, you’ll be glad you did.
(2 NEW OPENINGS) The inspection trip to Ruby Rock Lodge in British Columbia has been set for Sept 20-26, 2008.  The 2X1 moose hunt is normally $5,500 each.  They have offered us two spots at $3,500 each ($2,000 discount on a BC moose hunt).  Please check Ruby Rock’s web site to get a look at their operation.  Howard Gulick (OC-KY) has had clients that have hunted moose at Ruby Rock in the past.  I expect this one to fill fast so be sure to let me know ASAP if you are interested.
(ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT) The inspection trip to Kitchi Island Outposts has been set.  The 4 day trip will be $300 (normally $800) per person for the 4 day trip into Kitchi Island for four OC franchise owners. Arrive in eve of July 23rd or at 8:00 am on the 24th at Jake Pine Resort (2 hours north of Winnipeg in Pine Dock, MB). Arrangements can be made to stay at the resort ($30-40 for night) or other arrangements (Duncan’s bunkhouse is not really far from there – or stay in Riverton (nearest town).  FO’s would fly home on the 28th. Duncan will try to stay at camp with the group (holds up to 8 in cabin) and fly guys out (only one at a time) to visit other camps (he has a two seat plane).  
(3 SPOTS OPEN) The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to three OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  If you are interested in this trip and are available to go in the next month, let me know ASAP.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before Hurricane Katrina).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Dates need booked ASAP.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
(ONLY 1 SPOT OPEN) The inspection trip to Boulder Lake Lodge has been set for July 28 – August 1, 2008.  This 4 night / 3 day (one night at the lodge and three nights back country camping – 3 days fishing) fishing trip is normally $1,100.  As part of this trip you will stay 4 day for $600 ($500 off).  If you are interested in being part of this trip with the new owners of Boulder Lake (they will be at the convention next month as well) let me know.  Jim and Geri Wisniewski (OC-NM) and Mary Regel (OC-WI) will be going on this one.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
