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Notes from the President

 July 7, 2008
 
SSG Feedback

Later this week I am heading to Warroad, Minnesota (my thought exactly – where???).  I am going to meet Conway, Nick and the gang from Streiff Sporting Goods and see their facility first hand.  We have meetings planned to discuss the OC/SSG program.  What I would like to ask of each of you is to send me your feedback about the program by Wednesday, July 9th.  If you have booked any hunting trips in the past four weeks, you have received your confirmation and your client’s VIP number so that they can access their Streiff site and purchase their gear.  I would like to hear your thoughts/concerns/praises on how the program is working to this point.  We obviously are just beginning the program and it is a true work in progress, but feedback is what helps us continue to improve.  I appreciate you taking a few minutes to shoot me yours.
Travel

As mentioned above, I am taking off later this week for a road trip “Up North”.  I will be out of the office from Friday July 11 until Monday July 28.  I have many stops along the way and will be seeing a handful of OC franchise owners and lodges during those two weeks.  I will be in contact with the office daily and will check e-mails.
Event
Steve Ellenson, Frank Calta, Chad Frank, Brian and Doris Maloney, and Mike Wensink are teaming up with Jonathan Eilen this summer as a major sponsor of Jonathan’s race team.  You can view info about their team at www.huntfishrace.com.  With the race tour’s stops this summer hitting in the middle of some of the flood area, Steve and the gang came up with a great fundraising idea they have established in cooperation with the American Red Cross.  Here is a recent release about their program:
http://www.asamidwesttour.com/node/479
Congrats to each of you for stepping up and doing something special!
Reports and Openings
Patrick Faast from Pack String Outfitters e-mailed this week:
Now that the draw is complete I have 2 hunt camps to sell hunts for. They are both for 3rd season Bull Elk (over the counter tags in unit #25).  This hunt takes place in the Flat Tops Wilderness area of the White River National Forest. It is the biggest herd in the US. I prefer selling Drop camp hunts and or Semi Guided hunts. But will take a couple guided hunters as well.

Drop Camp Price       $1,650

Semi Guided              $2,750

Guided                       $3,750

These hunts are in remote tent campsites, and the hunter gets in and out by horseback while hunting on foot. 

The dates are:

October 31 - Sept 6th 

November 2 - 7

Both hunts are one day in and 5 days hunting and one day out

I also have space available for the last week of archery. Guided or Semi Guided. This is the most reliable week to be hunting in the rut.  I also have one camp open for an archery drop camp the 8th to the 14th of Sept - 3 hunters minimum. 

Thanks for your assistance, Patrick Faast / Pack String Ranch Outfitters

DAT 
This week I completed discussions with Dave Holbrook at Rockin H Outfitters in Colorado.  Dave operates on two private ranches in SW Colorado near Dolores.  His hunts are fully guided with meals and lodging provided.  The ranches are a total of 3,000 acres.  His hunts go for between $2,200 and $3,200 depending on which season.  Five day, guided archery hunts are $2,200.  Dave is a member of RMEF and found OC through our association with REMF.  He states that he offers a quality, fair chase hunting opportunity for hunters looking for a unique Western experience on private ground.  Dave will be paying us 15% commission and we will inspect this fall on an archery hunt for elk.  At this time he still has openings for 2008 for archery elk and third season rifle (OTC tags) elk as well.  Hunts are from tree blinds and ground blinds in traffic areas from USF&WS land.

With the help of Harold Eby (OC-MD), we have added another Illinois whitetail hunt to our list.  Great Hunt Outfitters operates in a few different areas of Illinois that we currently don’t hunt – the Eastern part of the state and the Southern part as well.  They offer managed land to hunt and have arrangements with lodging providers in their areas.  You can see more about them at www.greathuntoutfitters.com.  They will be paying a 15% commission and we will inspect this fall on an archery whitetail hunt.  Illinois has leftover archery whitetail tags coming available to non-residents on August 12.  Still time to sell Illinois hunts.
------------
With the help of Frank Carbone (OC-FL), we have also brought on a new Panama fishing destination.  If all goes well here we will finally have a second alternative to Tropic Star, who we all know book far in advance.   Aqua Adventures Panama is being built this year by a group of investors (all hands on) who have fished Tropic Star numerous times and saw the need for another quality offering in Panama.  One of them is from Miami and contacted Frank about heading down with him this month.  Frank booked a trip for him and his wife and they are there this week.  You can view more about Aqua Adventures at www.aquaadventurespanama.com.  The lodge capacity is set at 10 right now and they will be able to handle 20 maximum clients when their construction is complete later this year.  We should have Frank’s report back next week sometime.  AA will be paying 20% commission.  
------------

With some help from Steve Ellenson (OC-MN), Chris Lemke finalized plans recently for OC to begin booking for Hunter Winfield’s Resort on Mille Lacs in Minnesota.  Steve recently fished from the lodge and recommended we take a look.  They are deciding on their commission but, have agreed to at least 15%.  They bought the resort 2 years ago and plan to add a lodge that accommodates 15-20 to start next year’s summer fishing schedule.  You can see more about Hunter Winfield’s Resort at www.hunterwinfields.com.  We will be inspecting them this summer on a fishing trip.

Inspection Trips

8 Spots Open!!!!!
Here is your chance to get involved with the approval process of Outdoor Connection and take advantage of some great discounts on hunting and fishing trips.  Don’t be shy – jump on board and join a trip, you’ll be glad you did.
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) 
An inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for Sept 6-13, 2008 for a fall black bear hunt.  The offer is a 2 for 1 deal for two OC franchise owners.  Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) has confirmed one spot so there is only one left.  If you are interested let me know ASAP.  Regular cost for black bear hunt there is $2,000 so your cost will be $1,000 per franchise owner.  These are highly successful bear hunts and are 6 day hunts.  
(2 NEW OPENINGS) 
The inspection trip to Ruby Rock Lodge in British Columbia has been set for Sept 20-26, 2008.  The 2X1 moose hunt is normally $5,500 each.  They have offered us two spots at $3,500 each ($2,000 discount on a BC moose hunt).  Please check Ruby Rock’s web site to get a look at their operation.  Howard Gulick (OC-KY) has had clients that have hunted moose at Ruby Rock in the past.  I expect this one to fill fast so be sure to let me know ASAP if you are interested.

(ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT)

The inspection trip to Kitchi Island Outposts has been set.  The 4 day trip will be $300 (normally $800) per person for the 4 day trip into Kitchi Island for four OC franchise owners. Arrive in eve of July 23rd or at 8:00 am on the 24th at Jake Pine Resort (2 hours north of Winnipeg in Pine Dock,MB). Arrangements can be made to stay at the resort ($30-40 for night) or other arrangements (Duncan's bunkhouse is not really far from there – or stay in Riverton (nearest town).  FO’s would fly home on the 28th. Duncan will try to stay at camp with the group (holds up to 8 in cabin) and fly guys out (only one at a time) to visit other camps (he has a two seat plane).  
(3 SPOTS OPEN) 
The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to three OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  If you are interested in this trip and are available to go in the next month, let me know ASAP.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before Hurricane Katrina).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Dates need booked ASAP.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
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Have a great week!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
