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Notes from the President

 November 18, 2009 
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome Patrick Guinn of Beaverton, Oregon to the franchise owner team.  We look forward to meeting Patrick at our next franchise owner training.

Patrick Guinn
Beaverton, Oregon
503-784-5144
pdxpatg@comcast.net
SHOT Show 2010
Dates for next year’s show are Jan 19-22, 2010 and the location is Las Vegas.  Many of you have joined us before at this show as it truly is the industry leader for the shooting, hunting and outdoor world.  Annual attendance is between 45,000 and 55,000 industry professionals.  We have a double booth every year on a corner as we have been at this show longer than any other outfitter.  We offer our franchise owners a chance to come and work this booth with us and to have full access to the booth and not to mention the whole floor.  Scott Wallin (NM), Mark Elpers (KS), and Larry Boll (WI) have already reserved their spots.  If you want more information on this show, check out their web site at www.shotshow.org.  The cost to work the show is $500.  So, with your flight to Vegas, show cost and four night’s hotel you will have around $1,000 plus your meals in the trip.  This is literally first come first serve so don’t hesitate; make this part of your marketing plan for 2010.  We are only letting a maximum of five franchise owners work the booth, so at this point, we have two spots remaining.  Let me know ASAP if you are interested.

NRA Show
The other show we work every year in conjunction with a few OC franchise owners is the NRA Annual Convention.  In 2010 the show will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina over the dates of May 14-16.  Here again, Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Each year we invite the local franchise owner to join us however, this year, we won’t have that option as we currently do not have a franchise owner in Charlotte.  At this point, we would like to offer three spots to work the OC booth at this show.  The cost to do so is $400 per franchise owner for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible to reserve your spot.  Last year, in Phoenix, the show drew over 63,000 people.
2010 Adventure Guides
The 2010 Sporting Adventures Guide is in the works!  We are finalizing page layouts and inserting new pictures.  The 2010 catalog will be 64 pages and the layout is very similar to the previous version.   At this point we want to obtain pre orders from our franchise offices so that we can determine a price point.  The price is obviously dictated by the number we order.  Tracey will need to know the following information to place your order:  

1 - quantity you would like to purchase
2 - whether they will ship directly to you or you have a mailing list for direct mail 
3 - payment option  

Tracey will need to have all orders by December 5, 2009.  The price of the catalog is $1.00 each and can be ordered in quantities of 50.   If enough are ordered that could go down.  The pricing of the mailing list program will be sent out to you if you are interested in this service.  There is usually a small set up fee and then the cost of postage.  Please let Tracey know if you have any questions.

Inspection Trip Openings
The following inspection trips are available right now.  Please check your calendars and see if you can make it on any of these trips.  
Onduri Hunting Safaris (www.onduri.com)
Onduri offers plains game safaris in Namibia from a lodge based location.  Last year the folks from Onduri stayed in the US for a period of time after the trade show circuit ended.  They spent some time with Scott Marvin in Minnesota and then on to Wisconsin where they met a few of our franchise owners.  Larry Boll spoke to them a good bit as well while they were here and we are pleased to announce that we have everything set up at this point for the inspection trip.  You will see on the agent’s site that Onduri is paying 20% commission as well which is unheard of in Africa safaris.  Here are the details for the inspection trip:

Seven day hunt on a 2x1 hunters to PH basis.  The trip is open for two OC franchise owners and includes them bringing along their wife as an observer.  The hunt will include trophy fees of kudu, oryx, hartebeest, springbuck and warthog.  The cost per couple is $4,900.  That price includes: VAT, transfer to and from airport (Windhoek), full accommodation and catering, house beverages, laundry, cleaning chalet, hunting permits, hunting vehicle, PH, tracker, delivery of trophies to shipping agent or local taxidermy.  It does not include: alcohol drinks, gratuities, personal expenses, caping and skinning.

Goose Hog (www.goosehogoutdoors.com) 
6 Spots – This Northeastern South Dakota spring snow goose hunt is performed over large decoy spreads typically consisting of 1,200 or more.  They also use several flyers and rotary machines.  Each hunter will have there own Final Approach layout blind that allows comfort and warmth while staying concealed and mobile.  Lodging will be in a local lodge, near Aberdeen, SD, with meals on your own.  This particular hunt will be two full and one half days of hunting.  The dates are set for March 26-28th, 2009 – arrive the evening of the 25th, overnight, hunt the 26th & 27th and depart the 28th after the morning hunt.   The cost for this spectacular trip is only $700. 
Suspension 
Effective today we will be suspending any further bookings with Alberta Big Game and Alberta Waterfowl, both owned and operated by Mike Blanchett.  We have been attempting to contact Mike for over 3 weeks now regarding some issues OC clients had during a waterfowl hunt.  Mike has yet to respond to us so until further notice we will be suspending bookings to him.
Reports and Openings
I have received calls from a few OC people to let us know how their deer hunts are going this week:
Greg Ray (OK) – Greg is at NTBB right now and the group of eight deer hunters is 8 for 8 with three muleys and five whitetails.

Scott Marvin (MN) – Scott took a nice whitetail this weekend at K&K in Missouri.

Lou Hoop (TN) – Lou took a nice whitetail last night at Buffalo Springs in Missouri.

------------

Report from John Morrow (OC-NE) who just had clients return from Granite Springs:

Got back Wed afternoon. Fantastic time! Kevin and Brennan were great.

Hunting was silly. Day 1: limit in 90 min; day 2 limit in 50 min; day 3 shot

15 roosters in 25 min! Spent yesterday in rehab trying to "dry out".
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
