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Notes from the President

 December 4, 2006
Muck Boots

Muck Boot Company (www.muckbootcompany.com) has just joined the growing number of retailers approaching Outdoor Connection to sell their products.  What does this mean to you as a franchise owner?  Two things – a money saving option for you yourself and a profit center if you want to market the products to your clients.  2007 will bring a whole new feel to the retail side of the business for OC as retailers are approaching us more and more often.  We will dedicate some resources to the General Store part of the web site to offer these products through.  With the holidays coming up I wanted to provide this Muck deal to you in case you were planning to buy boots for anyone.  If you view their site and find boots you want let me know the model and I can quote you a price direct from Muck.  We have pricing on all of their boots but, it may be a few days before we get them posted as we complete the catalog this week.  Our prices are approximately 50% lower than the retail price you would see them at.  We will be developing a program where you have a price to offer your clients that you will profit from as well.  Stay tuned for more and let me know if you need prices on any Muck boots.  
More Retail
Be sure to check the General Store for the new Mothwing Camo hats that we just received.  These hats are on sale for $10.50 each and will make great Christmas gifts (with a pair of Muck boots).

Catalog Information

The 2007 issue of Outdoor Connection’s Sporting Adventures has been sent to the press.  At this point we have only hit 22,100 in orders from franchise owners.  As our original bid was set at 32,500 for franchise owners we have come up close to 10,000 short.  The printer therefore has adjusted the rate and the catalogs have increased 11 cents per issue.  So, you have two choices – 1) keep your payment already made and receive a smaller number of catalogs than you ordered, or 2) take the number of catalogs you ordered and multiply by 0.11 and remit the difference to keep the same number.  You will need to notify Tracey by Wednesday December 6th with you intention or she will adjust the amount for you automatically.  
I am not sure what the decrease in orders is related to other than my guess of more of you doing business electronically and not via mail or person to person.  The 2007 catalog will be unlike any before.  The new design and layout is remarkable.  Tracey has spent a tremendous amount of hours on it and for the first time we hired a full time, professional layout designer to handle the final task as it has become daunting at 112 pages.

___________________________________
Welcome

Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following new franchise owners to the OC team.  
Mike Sisson

Russellville, Arkansas

479-968-2888

sisson@outdoor-connection.com

___________________________________
Outfitter / Lodge Info
We have a last minute opening on the Mallard Manor inspection trip set for next week.  Please respond ASAP if you can make it.  Here are the details:

Mallard Manor (www.mallardmanor.com ) is offering a 2 day/2 night
duck hunt Dec. 13 and 14 for two agents at half price (2 for 1). The
price will be $550 for the two days and includes lodging, meals, and a
morning hunt each day. Fly to Jackson or Memphis and rent a car or
arrange transportation with the lodge for an additional fee. Licenses
are not included but, will be around $50 per person.
___________________________________
Trade Show Info.
Ron Diersen (KY) is interested in splitting the Chicago show I mentioned last week with another franchise owner.  If you are interested, contact Ron directly to set up the details.  Here is a link to the show info:
www.chicagolandsportshow.com
Women in the Outdoors
Last week I ended NOTES with a picture of Gina Lemke and her whitetail deer she harvested during Minnesota’s hunting season.  That was just one of the pictures Chris has sent this year of Gina from her hunting trips.  This week an article was released by Reuters on Yahoo News that directly speaks to the upturn in the number of woman joining the outdoor sporting adventure allegiance.  Here is a link to the article:  http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20061124/lf_nm/life_usa_hunting_dc
Sounds like a whole new marketing area to me!!

Have a great week.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades

President
